
The current state and future paths of research on transnational families

Due to spati al mobility and migrati on, many families have become scatt ered across diff erent countries. For more than 
two decades, transnati onal families have received considerable scienti fi c att enti on. A growing body of research impres-
sively demonstrates the variety of cross-border family arrangements, the challenges that mobility of their members 
imposes  on the enti re family, their living circumstances and well-being, and how families handle these challenges. This 
research suggests that traditi onal perspecti ves which perceive families as social units that live primarily within one 
 nati on-state should be reconsidered  and expanded to include the transnati onal dimension. 

Despite the extensive existi ng knowledge, there are sti ll crucial issues concerning transnati onal families that deserve more 
scholarly att enti on. Since most empirical studies have relied on qualitati ve methods and have been restricted to specifi c mig-
rant groups, we know litt le about the prevalence of transnati onal families in diff erent societi es and the extent of social support 
within families across countries. Similarly, there is a lack of knowledge about how diff erent sending and receiving contexts, 
each with their own set of unique politi cal, economic, insti tuti onal and socio-cultural confi gurati ons impact the capabiliti es 
of families to maintain cross-border bonds. Furthermore, several recent global developments have brought new issues to the 
fore. The COVID-19 pandemic, as well as more restricti ve migrati on policies worldwide, limit mobility opti ons, and it is unclear 
how these impact families striving for greater  physical proximity. At the same ti me, multi ple humanitarian crises, such as the 
current war in Ukraine, force family separati ons which adds to personal distress. All these considerati ons necessitate the conti -
nuati on of research on transnati onal families in order to inform public debates and politi cal decision-making processes. 

The lecture series, therefore, brings together renowned internati onal scholars from various disciplines to discuss the 
 current and future trends, as well as the work program for researching transnati onal families. The contributi ons encompass 
normati ve and defi nitory aspects, policy implicati ons, methodological challenges and opportuniti es in researching trans-
nati onalism within families, the relati onship between migrant transnati onalism and migrant integrati on, and the eff ects of 
spati al mobility and dispersion on personal emoti onal states and well-being. 

The series comprises four lectures, which will all be held online. Each lecture will begin with an introductory talk by an 
expert in the fi eld, followed by a commentary by a second expert and a discussion with the audience. 

The lectures will be accessible via Zoom: 
htt ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285437038?pwd=am8zOVVjRzlOVkVFQUVEVC93VElLQT09 
(Meeti ng-ID: 842 8543 7038, Identi fi cati on-Code: 417662). 

Hosts

This lecture series is hosted by the German Center for Migrati on and Integrati on Research (DeZIM-Insti tute) in Berlin (Prof. 
Magdalena Nowicka, Dr. David Schiefer) and the Interdisciplinary Center for Integrati on and Migrati on Research (InZentIM) 
at the University Duisburg-Essen (Prof. Helen Baykara-Krumme). The series is part of the research project “Transnati onal 
families and socio-cultural integrati on in Germany” currently conducted at DeZIM-Insti tute. Based on quanti tati ve survey 
data this project explores the prevalence of transnati onal families in Germany and the link between transnati onal family 
ti es and socio-cultural integrati on (e.g., identi ty) in Germany. 
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Lectures

May 20th, 2022, 2:00-3:30 p.m. (CEST (UTC + 2:00)) 
Transnati onal family research: future trends and challenges

This opening lecture summarizes key achievements and identi fi es future themes and main challenges for transnati onal 
 family research, including in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and new refugee fl ows worldwide. It stresses the societal 
relevance of transnati onal family arrangements and challenges to be addressed by policy makers.

Introductory Lecture: Prof. Laura Merla, Université Catholique de Louvain
Discussant:  Prof. Valenti na Mazzucato, Maastricht University

June 3rd, 2022, 2:00-3:30 p.m. (CEST (UTC + 2:00)) 
Migrant transnati onalism and Integrati on – reconciling disti nct approaches

Transnati onalism has been developed as a scholarly perspecti ve alternati ve to conventi onal integrati on approaches. More 
recently, scholars argue that interacti ons of migrant transnati onalism and migrant integrati on should be considered an em-
pirical questi on: potenti ally competi ng, complementary, simply simultaneous, or a mix over ti me. Sti ll, nati onal discourses 
and state policies conti nue to neglect the transnati onal commitments and the ti es of migrants across internati onal borders. 
This lecture explores the interacti ons between migrant transnati onalism and integrati on processes, how the two approa-
ches not only can, but ought to be, bridged, and the context of nati onal policies for such interacti ons.

Introductory Lecture:  Prof. Marta Bivand Erdal, Peace Research Insti tute Oslo
Discussant:  Dr. Lenore Sauer, Federal Insti tute for Populati on Research, Wiesbaden, Germany

June 10th, 2022, 2:00-3:30 p.m. (CEST (UTC + 2:00)) 
Methodological challenges and future directi ons for researching transnati onal families

Transnati onal research has frequently relied on qualitati ve and ethnographic methods, but increasingly quanti tati ve approaches 
are used to bett er esti mate the prevalence and relevance of transnati onal social ti es. This lecture discusses various approaches 
such as social network analysis, surveys, mixed-methods designs, and their potenti als and limitati ons. It considers how to operati o-
nalize family-related transnati onality in surveys, how to adapt study designs to meet the requirements of transnati onal research, 
and addresses the challenges related to the demands of data protecti on legislati on in the context of multi -sited data collecti on.

Introductory Lecture: Prof. Miranda J. Lubbers, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
Discussant: Dr. Viorela Ducu Telegdi-Csetri, Universitatea Babeş-Bolyai/Centre for the Study of Transnati onal Families (CAST-
LE), Cluj-Napoca

June 24th, 2022, 2:00-3:30 p.m. (CEST (UTC + 2:00)) 
Emoti onal engagement and well-being in transnati onal families

This lecture discusses how cross-border dispersal and physical separati on of families impacts their members’ psychological 
well-being, emoti onal closeness and mutual aff ecti on. It addresses contextual and structural factors that miti gate the eff ects 
of seperati on and pays specifi c att enti on to gender in this regard. 

Introductory Lecture: Dr. Karlijn Haagsman, Maastricht University
Discussant: Prof. Jinyu Liu, Columbia University, New York

Contact 

Dr. David Schiefer 
German Center for Migrati on and Integrati on Research (DeZIM-Insti tute) 
Mauerstraße 76 | 10117 Berlin | Germany 
schiefer@dezim-insti tut.de | www.dezim-insti tut.de



The speakers and discussants

Laura Merla is a sociologist with a background in politi cal science, and a professor at the Catholic University of Louvain 
 (Belgium). From September 2012 to 2018 she was director of the Interdisciplinary Research Center on Families and Sexu-
aliti es (CIRFASE ). She is also Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Western Australia. Her research is currently 
focused on the transformati on of family relati onships in a context of mobility and geographical distance. She studies these 
questi ons through two prisms, namely intergenerati onal solidariti es in „transnati onal“ families, and children’s lived expe-
rience of multi locality in situati ons of separati on/divorce/family re-compositi on.

Valenti na Mazzucato is professor of Globalisati on and Development at Maastricht University, The Netherlands. She specia-
lizes in migrati on focusing on the linkages that migrants forge and maintain between their societi es of origin and residence. 
She heads numerous internati onal, multi -sited and interdisciplinary research projects on transnati onal migrati on between 
Africa and Europe, most recently the Mobility Trajectories of Young Lives in Global South and North (MO-TRAYL) funded 
by the ERC Consolidator Grant. Her work is characterized by interdisciplinary teamwork, multi -sited research designs and 
mixed methods integrati ng ethnography and large-scale surveys. She is widely published in migrati on, development, geo-
graphy and child development journals, most recently in Mobiliti es, Children’s Geographies, Global Networks, Populati on 
Space and Place, and Social Science and Medicine. She has lived and worked in West African countries for over 25 years.

Marta Bivand Erdal is a Research Professor in Migrati on Studies, at Peace Research Insti tute Oslo (PRIO), where she is 
Co-Director of the PRIO Migrati on Center. As a Human Geographer she is interested in the impacts of migrati on and trans-
nati onalism in emigrati on and immigrati on contexts. Marta’s work draws on interview, focus group, and survey data, paying 
criti cal att enti on to the use of categories. Her empirical focus is on European and Asian contexts. She has published exten-
sively in migrati on studies and regularly engages with governmental and non-governmental stakeholders. She’s currently 
working on the ERC funded project Migrati on Rhythms in Trajectories of Upward Social Mobility in Asia.

Lenore Sauer is an economist and senior researcher in the Research Group Internati onal Migrati on at the Federal Insti tute 
for Populati on Research in Wiesbaden, Germany. She is currently coordinati ng the project „TransFAR: Forced Migrati on and 
Transnati onal Family Arrangements - Eritrean and Syrian Refugees in Germany“. Previously, she worked as a researcher both 
at the Research Center of the Federal Offi  ce for Migrati on and Refugees and at the Technical University of Kaiserslautern. 
Her research interests include in parti cular the study of transnati onal relati ons, migrati on processes between highly develo-
ped countries, and integrati on processes of diff erent groups of new immigrants.

Miranda Lubbers is an Associate Professor in Anthropology at the Autonomous University of Barcelona, and an ICREA Acadèmia 
fellow. She directs the newly founded Laboratory for the Computati onal Analysis of Egonetworks, Social Cohesion, and Exclusion 
(COALESCE Lab), which investi gates how social networks shape processes of social cohesion, polarizati on, and exclusion. She was 
awarded the ERC Advanced Grant and also has funding from the German Volkswagen Foundati on, the Spanish Ministry of Edu-
cati on, and the La Caixa Foundati on. Her research has been published in journals such as Internati onal Migrati on Review, Human 
Nature, Global Networks, the Journal of Research on Adolescence, and the European Journal of Social Psychology.   

Viorela Ducu is Centre coordinator CASTLE - Centre for the Study of Transnati onal Families, Faculty of Politi cal, Administra-
ti ve and Communicati on Sciences/ Babeș-Bolyai University/ Romania. She is PhD in Sociology, with an interest in mixed and 
transnati onal families, children’s rights and qualitati ve research methods. Her main publicati ons include Romanian Transna-
ti onal Families - Gender, Family Practi ces and Diff erence, 2018, (author) at Palgrave Macmillan and Displaying grandparent-
ing within Romanian transnati onal families, in Global Networks, 2020.

Karlijn Haagsman is an Assistant Professor at the University of Maastricht, The Netherlands. She has a background in Cultural An-
thropology and Migrati on Sociology. For the past 11 years she has been studying the well-being of transnati onal family members 
and migrant families living between the Global North and Global South. This started with her PhD which investi gated the eff ects 
of transnati onal parent-child separati on on the well-being of Angolan and Nigerian migrant parents in The Netherlands. Currently, 
she is studying the eff ects mobility, such as visits to the country of origin, has on the well-being of youth of migrant background.

Jinyu Liu is an associate professor in Columbia University School of Social Work. Dr. Liu studies determinants of stress 
among Chinese family caregivers and eff ects of social support on the mental health of older Chinese adults. Her current 
research projects include developing and testi ng culturally-sensiti ve interventi ons to reduce stress of dementi a caregivers 
in Chinese American communiti es and examining technology use and mental health among Asian older immigrants in the 
United States. Dr. Liu’s work has been funded by Nati onal Insti tute of Aging, the Columbia Populati on Research Center, 
the Rutgers RCMAR center, and the Columbia School of Social Work.


